INTRODUCTION Background
Valerie, a newly certified second grade teacher, nervously anticipates the first day of school with her new students. She recently graduated from a teacher education program, received her initial teaching certification, and is now eager to put into practice the many theories and ideas gleaned through her education courses and practica. Her classroom is colorful and attractive, designed to welcome and inspire her charges.
Based on their records, her 25 young students seem to have a wide range of reading skills and interests. As her eyes peruse the class one more time she notes the three computers on the table over in the corner. She considers how technology might assist her in teaching her students. NEW TEACHERS AND TECHNOLOGY PREPARATION:  IMMERSION OR INFUSION? educational impact of using technology (Cradler, 2003 Despite this challenge, the institution of the author has adopted a modified infusion approach for preparing our st teacher candidates for the technologies of the 21
Century.
Implementation of a Modified Infusion Approach
This institution is a small, private, religiously-oriented, lend itself to the use of other software options. As the teacher candidates collect real data, they tabulate it in spreadsheets, creating and interpreting graphs based on the data. Due to a prerequisite that will be described below, they are all familiar with basic spreadsheet functions prior to enrolling in this course. Consequently it is logical to tabulate and use various spreadsheet functions in analyzing the data. These skills are extended in a major assessment project conducted during student teaching.
The language arts methods class is a perfect venue for desktop publishing a newsletter by each enrolled student.
It may be used to introduce the student teacher to the students in the elementary classroom. These teacher candidates also have the opportunity to publish their own stories as a children's book, using one of the many technologies available for this purpose. On-line class discussions are also conducted weekly, based on thoughtful language arts questions. 
Conclusion
While this infusion approach has been effective for this institution for meeting the technology standards for certification, it continues to be contingent on good leadership and a collaborative culture within the education department. In larger, more diverse higher education institutions, this collaboration may be a more difficult to achieve. As educational technologies continue to evolve, conversations must continue in order for our instructors and teacher candidates to be able to adapt, plan, and create using media now in its infancy. 
